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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mueller (U.S. Patent No. 5,377,71 1) in view of Langley (U.S. Publication No. 
2003/0010371 A1) and Kent Jr. (U.S. Patent No. 5,215,109). 

Regarding claims 1 and 2, Mueller discloses a three dimensional insulator 
construction which comprises a layer (12) which would have insulating properties to a 
certain degree thus acting as a heat insulation layer, said heat insulation layer having a 
central rectangular or square portion (a), a plurality of side sections (b, c, 30), each of 
said side sections being attached to only one side of said central rectangular or square 
portion, two of said side sections being positioned in opposing positions to each other, 
and a rod construction (Fig 2) having a first set of horizontal rods (24) and a second set 
of horizontal rods (22) joined by a set of vertical rods (26), each of said first set of 
horizontal rods (24) having a detachable rod section (16A) to permit folding of the 
insulation layer when said detachable rod sections are detached from said rod 
construction, but does not disclose a substrate layer adhered to the heat insulation 
layer, two of said side sections having two wing sections attached thereto, a hook and 
loops means for securing said wing sections to a side section positioned adjacent to 
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each of said wing sections, and that a set of vertical rods extend through said substrate 
layer and said insulating layer at two points. However, Langley discloses a laminated 
double layer enclosure (Par 0033) and two side sections (24) having two wing sections 
(26) attached thereto and a hook and loop means (Par 0034) for securing said wing 
sections (26) to a side section (16) positioned adjacent to each of said wing sections. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the arts at the 
time of the Applicant's invention to modify the insulator of Mueller to have a substrate 
layer adhered to the insulating layer to create a double laminated layer and to have 
wing sections on two of said side sections with a hook and loop means for securing said 
wing sections to a side section positioned adjacent to each of said wing sections as 
taught by Langley to provide a double layer barrier for moisture protection and a hook 
loop means to securely fasten adjacent side walls. Moreover, Kent Jr. also discloses an 
enclosure wherein a set of vertical rods (16) extend through a cover layer (14) at two 
points (a,b). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in 
the arts at the time of the Applicant's invention to modify the insulator of Mueller to have 
the vertical rods extend through the insulating layer at two points as taught by Kent Jr. 
to help maintain the form of the flexible cover (See Col 4, Ln 47-50). 

Regarding claim 3, Mueller in view of Langley and Kent Jr. discloses the 
structure set forth above, and that the outer surface of the insulating layer is obviously 
capable of acting as an exposed heat reflective layer. 

Regarding claim 5, Mueller in view of Langley and Kent Jr. discloses the 
structure set forth above, including the rods (22, 24) that are capable of acting as pivot 
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rods, in which the side sections of the insulator construction are attached to, and move 
about the rods. 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, Mueller in view of Langley and Kent Jr. discloses the 
structure set forth above, including vertical rods (26) that are detachable form the first 
and second sets of horizontal rods (22, 24) and the insulator construction is capable of 
being folded. 




Mueller (U.S. Patent No. 5,377,71 1 ) 
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Kent Jr. (U.S. Patent No. 5,215,109) 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Daley (US 4928441 ) discloses an attic access stairway cover 
that is pivotally mounted. Vesperman et al. (US 4541208) discloses a pivotally mounted 
insulating cover. Dickinson (US 5475955) discloses an insulating cover for an attic 
opening. Cherubini (US 3868155) discloses a foldable enclosure with a frame having 
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horizontal and vertical members, and a covering that fits over the frame. Padgett, Jr. 
(US 5623795) discloses a draft insulator for a pull down staircase. Williams (US 
5481833) discloses a cover for an attic opening with a substrate layer and an insulation 
layer. Monat (US 5628151) discloses an attic opening cover, having a central 
rectangular portion, a plurality of side portions, and wings. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christine T. Cajilig whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8143. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571)272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

2/20/07 
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